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Arcada Teen Admits Guilt for
‘Accidentally’ Killing His Sister
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Community Cafe volunteers prepare to distribute meals from Alma’s Main Cafe on Thursday, Jan. 28
at the Alma First Presbyterian Church. Nearly 170 people picked up a free, hearty supper of meatloaf,
scallop potatoes, fresh carrots and bread last week. (Herald photo – Selmon)

Local Restaurants Partner with
Community Cafe to Feed Hungry Neighbors
By Emma Selmon
Herald News Editor
Despite facing tough times themselves, several Alma restaurants have stepped up to help feed
community members in need.
For the past several weeks, local restaurants have catered meals to the Community Cafe. The
Alma First Presbyterian Church-based meal program, which provides free dinners on Thursdays,
was able to give each restaurant $500 for their services — a price that comes out to just over $3
a meal.
Roger Allman, director of Community Cafe, said that he has been “amazed” at the restaurants’
willingness to help out for so little.
“All of these people could very easily and very understandably have said no… It’s just amazing, the cooperation,” he said. “It’s why I love this town.”
See NEIGHBORS on page 16
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By Michael MacDonald
Managing Editor
A 29-year-old Elwell woman was fatally
shot last Wednesday and her 44-year-old husband has been charged in connection with her
death.
According to the Gratiot County Sheriff’s
Office, deputies were dispatched to the couple’s Seville Township residence at approximately 4:25 p.m. where they discovered the
deceased body of Jessica Burke.
Burke’s husband, Troy Burke, reportedly
confided to an individual that he had shot and
killed his wife, a press release issued by Sheriff Mike Morris said. Authorities located Troy
Burke at a nearby residence and transported
him to the Gratiot County Jail for questioning.

What makes our home
so special has a lot to
do with service.

He was later charged with Open
Murder and Felony Firearm by
the Gratiot County Prosecutor’s
Office and taken into custody.
Troy Burke was arraigned
in Gratiot County 65th District
Court and is currently being
BURKE
held without bond.
A probable cause conference is to be held on
Feb. 11 and preliminary exam on Feb. 18.
Gratiot County Prosecutor Keith Kushion
told The Herald that additional details surrounding the case, beyond the initial information released by the Sheriff’s Office, could not
be released at this time.
A memorial service will be held for Jessica
Burke on Friday, Feb. 5.
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Please call one of our locations today for more information
on our funeral services and pre-arrangements

By Michael MacDonald
Managing Editor
An Arcada Township teenager charged in
connection with the 2019 shooting death of his
11-year-old sibling has pleaded guilty to the
crime in exchange for a lesser punishment.
Bound over to circuit court
on the charges of Open Murder
and Felony Firearm last August,
Corbin James Redman, 17, appeared before the Hon. Shannon
L.W. Schlegel on Monday and
admitted guilt to the reduced
charge of Careless Discharge of a
Firearm Causing Injury or Death REDMAN
— a misdemeanor that carries a maximum penalty of up to two years in prison. Open Murder
is punishable by up to life in prison.
Gratiot County Prosecutor Keith Kushion
told The Herald that Redman’s original charges,
levied for his alleged role in the homicide of his
sister, Addison Marie, were dismissed by his office in exchange for the guilty plea.
“He (Redman) took responsibility for Addison’s death by telling the judge that he accidentally killed his sister and acknowledged that it
was the result of a careless and reckless act,”
Kushion said. “When he was finally able to admit what happened, a plea to Carless Discharge
Causing Death was the proper charge.”
Because he was 15 at the time of the incident,
an April 23 designation hearing has been set to
determine if Redman will be sentenced as an
adult or juvenile. If charged as a youth, the teen
could become a ward of the state up until his
21st birthday, Kushion said.
Addison Redman’s deceased body was discovered by Gratiot authorities in her W. Tyler
Rd. home shortly before 10:30 a.m. on Aug. 20,
2019. An autopsy later revealed that the soonto-be sixth-grader died as the result of a fatal
gunshot wound to the head.
A five-month investigation by the Gratiot
County Sheriff’s Office eventually led to charges being filed against Corbin Redman. His ensuing district court preliminary examination in
front of the Hon. Stewart D. McDonald was
twice delayed because of COVID-19 concerns
before beginning in June, 2020. Further postponements led to the scheduled two-day prelim
concluding nearly a year after the homicide took
place. Corbin Redman has been under house arrest the entire time.
Throughout the investigation and preliminary
exam, Corbin Redman maintained his innocence, relaying to authorities that he found his
sister dead after returning home from a bicycle
ride. A 20-gauge shotgun and spent shell casing
were taken from the Redman home by investigators and were later connected to the crime.
“We (Sheriff and Prosecutor’s Office) at the
conclusion of the investigation felt all along that
the most likely scenario was that Corbin was
messing around with a firearm and that it discharged and killed his sister,” Kushion said. “In
light of his initial denial of any responsibility
my office had no alternative other than to charge
Open Murder. With his admission in court, the
appropriate charge is the one to which he pled.”
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This boxer mix wins
your heart over with
his playful attitude
and the softest
brown hair.
This gentleman
listens well loves
attention. Ero is
wanting a new home.
His current residence is
at Gratiot County Animal
Shelter and his rent
is $70 but you can
call anytime at
989-875-2221
and don’t forget
facebook
messages
at

PL

www.facebook.com/
adoptgratiotanimals.
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The EMERALD™ 116 is a machine ideal for all types of
sewing; from a beautiful, one-of-a kind dress to curtains
that duplicate those seen in a magazine.
The EMERALD™ 116 machine has many practical
features you will love including the built-in needle
threader, a handy Sewing Guide Reference Chart,
a hard cover for storage
and an effortless one-step buttonhole.

Boxer Mix
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Alma College President Jeff Abernathy said that the college is “pleased” to be able to take advantage of these
different technologies to identify COVID-19, and they are looking forward to using these methods “in conjunction with one another” to “isolate positive cases in an effective and efficient manner.”
He also noted that testing is just one part of their “campus-wide strategy to mitigate the virus as much as
possible,” and that testing “can only go so far.”
“Our community standards for face coverings, social distancing and healthy habits remain in place for the
winter term, and we appreciate the cooperation of students, staff and faculty in maintaining those standards,
now nearly one year into the pandemic,” he said.
Gatlin said that in addition to these testing methods, the college has taken what they learned from last semester to inform their decisions for the current term. While they are “equally as nervous and equally as concerned”
about the virus in the wake of continued uncertainty, he said they “do feel better about the areas that [they] can
control.”
And whatever twists and turns COVID-19 may bring in the coming weeks, Gatlin knows one thing for sure:
Alma College will continue to do their best to keep COVID-19 at bay for as much of the semester as they can.
“It’s just kind of a race to the end of the semester to see who wins,” he said.
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Ithaca Public Schools
Ithaca Public Schools is again seeking to pass a
$30 million bond proposal primarily for the construction of a new, consolidated elementary school on the
campus of the Junior/Senior High School. The new
building would replace the aging North and South Elementary Schools.
The bond would also cover improvements to the
Junior/Senior High School, the purchase and installation of instructional technology in all district schools,
and the purchase of new school buses.
This bond proposal is the same one voters narrowly
rejected August 2020. The measure failed by approximately 70 votes.
To raise the $30 million, Ithaca Public Schools is
asking voters to approve a 2.5 mill increase from the
2020 levy, which was 1.62 mills.
Superintendent Steven Netzley told The Herald
that building a new, consolidated elementary school
on the campus of the current Junior-Senior High
School is a “strategic” and “critical investment in our
children’s future.”
“The new elementary will provide a 21st century
learning environment that will benefit the children
of Ithaca for generations to come,” he said. “The
new building will also incorporate the latest features
in school safety and healthy learning environments
which are so important in today’s world.”
Netzley said that due to COVID-19, Ithaca will be
providing information about the bond proposal via a
page on their website, which is not yet live. They plan
to have all of the information — including a PowerPoint presentation, a video, Frequently Asked Questions, and estimated savings in operations costs —
available online by the end of the month.
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Hailey Leister of Alma, and MacKelle Thompson of Ithaca, were recently named to the Northwood University President’s list for the Fall
2020 semester.
Students on the President’s List are full-time students who have earned
a cumulative grade point average of “A” – 3.85 or above – and who have
no incomplete or ungraded courses. These students represent the top of
their respective classes.
“We are proud to recognize the academic accomplishments of students
on the President’s List this past semester,” Northwood President Kent
MacDonald proudly stated. “We commend our students’ hard work and
dedication to their current studies and successful futures.”

Mid Michigan College
For voters in every Gratiot County school district,
two proposals from Mid Michigan College will appear on the ballot. While the proposals will be “virtually identical” to the ones they saw in November,
there is one key difference: in the May election, Mid
is attempting to annex territory by individual school
district.
Approving the annexation attempt means that
residents in the school district will be able to attend
Mid Michigan College for reduced, in-district tuition
rates. These tuition costs would be subsidized by a
millage levied by the district in perpetuity.
In the last election, Mid Michigan College attempted to annex the entire territory of the Gratiot-Isabella
Regional Education Service District (GIRESD),
which includes all school districts in Gratiot and
Isabella Counties. In order for this to occur, voters
throughout the GIRESD needed to approve both proposals: the first one to annex the territory, and the second one to approve a millage to support the school.
Ultimately, the November attempt failed when
GIRESD voters approved the first proposal, but rejected the second proposal — the request to levy
1.2202 mills to support the school— by about 560
votes.
Now, voters will be faced with the same two proposals, but this time, the decision will be made by
individual school districts.
Scott Mertes, Mid Michigan College’s vice president of community outreach and advancement, said
that their internal team decided to pursue annexation
via school district in the May election when they
realized that “some of the communities” within the
GIRESD passed both of the proposals.
“[S]ince we attempted to annex by RESD territory,
these communities that indicated they wanted to join
our district were not allowed to since the [overall]
vote across the entire region came up just a bit short
on proposition 2,” Mertes wrote in an email to The

Herald. “We wanted to give these communities another opportunity to vote without being impacted by
the vote totals in other communities.”
Each of the school districts in the GIRESD — as
well as the Chippewa Hills school district, which is in
the Mecosta-Osceola RESD — will have the opportunity to pass or reject annexation to the Mid Michigan Community College jurisdiction this May. Both
proposals — the annexation request and the request
for a levy of 1.2202 mills — have to be approved for
the annexation to occur for any of the school districts.
“By attempting to annex by individual school district, we are giving each district the opportunity to
vote on annexation without being impacted by votes
in other school districts,” Mertes said. “This provides
a measure of local control for each district.”
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Achievements and Honors

By Emma Selmon
Herald News Editor
Gratiot voters who turn up to the polls on May 4
might experience some deja vu.
This spring’s county-wide election marks a second
attempt for proposals from Ithaca Public Schools and
Mid Michigan College. Ithaca is seeking to pass the
bond proposal that voters narrowly rejected in the
August election, while Mid Michigan College is taking a different approach in their second annexation
attempt.
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into their 90s. And through his
decades in the field, he still loves
coming to work to help patients
with their health.
Being back at the Ithaca practice is mostly a return to normal
for Prouty, but reopening the business in 2021 has had its difficulties.
COVID-19 itself is “a challenge,”
and setting up his practice in the
pandemic era is “a little bit different kind of pressure” than he was
used to when he closed his practice four years ago.
From masking and distancing to
isolating potential COVID-19 patients, there are a lot of new considerations Prouty and his team
have to keep in mind these days.
“We’re trying to adjust to doing all those things to keep people
safe right now, so that part’s definitely different,” he said.
Before he closed down four
years ago, Prouty was seeing
about 60 patients a week. Now,
he’s only seeing about 30, partially because they’re implementing
a new computer system and getting used to that.
He is taking new patients, and
looks forward to helping more individuals with their health.
Prouty hopes that by reopening
his office, he will “be available
to help people that have trouble
finding a physician.”
“I consider it a little bit of a
mission to the area, or a way to
give back to the area, to try and
help those that have difficulty,”
he said.
Ithaca Family Practice is open
Mondays through Thursdays and
can be reached at (989) 875-3722.
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By Emma Selmon
Herald News Editor
After a long hiatus, the doctor
is in.
Dr. Donald Prouty, family
medicine physician, has reopened
Ithaca Family Practice after being
closed for a little over four years.
Prouty is the sole
practitioner at the
Ithaca office, which
opened its doors on
Jan. 4 at its familiar location, 820 N.
Pine River Street.
In his years away,
Prouty has been on PROUTY
faculty for the Family Medicine
Residency Program at MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot in
Alma. There, he supervised and
taught about 12 medical residents
a year while also attending to
some patients of his own.
While he enjoyed his time as an
instructor with the residency program, Prouty is glad to be back in
Ithaca.
“It’s like being back home again
when you’ve been away for a long
time,” he said. “It feels natural
again.”
Prouty is a familiar face in the
Ithaca community. Though he’s
not a Michigan native, he’s spent
the bulk of his career in Gratiot
County: he worked at Ithaca Family Practice for three decades before leaving for the Alma hospital.
As a family practitioner, Prouty
sees just about “everybody” for
“every type of problem”: since his
return to Ithaca, he’s been attending to patients who are just three
days old to patients who are well

Ithaca Schools, Mid Michigan College
Proposals to Appear on May Ballot
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THE DR. IS IN: Donald Prouty
Reopens Ithaca Family Practice
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